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Introduction 

 

This examination paper has been designed to accommodate a wide range of 

student profiles. The International GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated 

on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1, using the total subject mark where 9 is the 

highest grade and 1 is the lowest. The paper consists of three writing tasks where 

candidates are required to choose two. They are asked to choose two questions out 

of a choice of three and they are required to write a minimum of 300 words in each 

answer. Both tasks require writing in Arabic where candidates have one hour and 

30 minutes to complete this paper. This paper carries a maximum of 50 marks. 

The questions may relate to any of the following prescribed themes: 

● Youth Matters 

● Education 

● Media 

● Culture 

● Sport & Leisure 

● Travel & Tourism 

● Business, work & Development 

● Environment 

● Health 

● Technology  

 

Each task is assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks) and Knowledge 

and Application of Language (10 marks) only. The maximum mark for this task is 

25 for each question. 

The questions in this examination paper were carefully selected to give candidates a 

wide choice of tasks through which they can express their knowledge of the Arabic 

language. In general, the performance of the candidates was of a high standard. 

Most of the questions prooved accessible for a considerable number of candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Question 1: 

This question was about sports. Sports questions are always students most popular 

topic where they can express themselves very well. Most of the students who 

answered this question presented bright ideas and reflected their knowledge about 

the importance of sports during childhood. They discussed the importance of eating 

healthy in order to have a healthy body. Most candidates were able to cover all the 

question requirements.  

Many candidates commented on the role of parents and their support in 

encouraging their children to do sports and to be more active at a young age. 

Most candidates were also able to relate the importance of sport on people’s mental 
health. They understood how sports could ease life stress and pressure.  Although 

the spelling and accuracy of language did vary! Some candidates were able to back 

up their ideas with some useful Arabic proverbs and poems which enhanced the 

meaning in a very subtle way. However; some students had displayed the same use 

inappropriately.   

The less able candidates did not answer this question in detail and did not cover all 

the points required, therefore they were unable to obtain very high marks. 

Example 1 scored 20 marks (12, 8) and example 2 scored 23 marks (14, 9)



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 1 of 4 03:30:44 PM BST

Example 1



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 2 of 4 03:30:44 PM BST



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 3 of 4 03:30:44 PM BST



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 1 of 4 03:24:14 PM BST

Example 2



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 2 of 4 03:24:14 PM BST



Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 3 of 4 03:24:14 PM BST



Question 2: 

Another popular question, where candidates are asked to write about a brave 

decision that they took, its impact on them, their lives and on their surroundings. 

Most students had shown good understanding of the question and therefore their 

answers were very relevant.  

Some of the less able candidates spoke about bravery and its importance on 

people’s lives without giving examples of a brave decision that they took. Others 
wrote about general ideas of making decisions without any reference to a personal 

experience.  

Most candidates understood that this was a speech they should be addressing to a 

group of students about a courageous decision. Many of them talked about quitting 

smoking or drugs. The majority described their choice to study outside their country 

as a brave decision. 

Generally, most candidates understood the task and had good responses where 

they covered all the points required by the question. Most of the candidates had no 

difficulty to use good Arabic and correct grammar in their answers. 

Example 1 scored 11 marks (6,5) and example 2 scored 20 marks (13,7)
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Question 3: 

This was the least popular question yet most candidates who answered it did very 

well. They enjoyed writing about their judgement about open universities and 

ordinary Universities. The candidates illustrated a high ability, good description and 

strong arguments including logical organisation, effective ideas and good quality of 

language. 

Students had different opinions regarding the Open University and its role to help 

students achieving their educational goals. For some students, the lack of 

understanding of Open University’s concept was evident in their responses, and this 
impacted badly on their content and communication. This lack of knowledge has 

made this question less popular comparing to Q1 and Q2.  

Most students wrote their opinion about Open Universities which helped them focus 

on the main point. Using the bullet points in the question had helped most of the 

students extending their descriptive ideas, and adding the reasons for each point 

they wrote about (less cost, flexibility, social relationship) 

They used highly accurate grammar and sentence structure. Very few candidates 

found difficulty to provide good responses. Overall most candidates who answered 

this question understood the topic fully and produced excellent essays. 

Example 1 scored 11 marks (6,5) and example 2 scored 23 marks (14,9)
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Conclusion 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates and teachers are offered the 

following advice: 

Some questions in this year’s examination paper were more popular than others 
and were consequently answered better than other topics with better candidate 

results. Teachers need to make sure that all topics are covered. This will better 

prepare candidates and help to achieve grades that truly reflect their ability. 

Candidates seemed to be more at ease with the questions when provided with 

bullet points which helped candidates to focus on the main points required by the 

questions. It gave them areas to write about, extend their descriptive ideas, and 

added reasons for each point they wrote about.  

Centres should make sure that students are reminded to read well into the 

questions before answering, so that they do not lose any of the question 

requirement(s). 

The use of English words should be avoided. Candidates are advised to avoid 

writing English words or literal translations. 

The essays that scored the highest marks were characterised by a clear and defined 

structure, clarity of thought, well supported ideas, good presentation and use of an 

appropriate style.  
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