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Introduction

This examination paper has been designed to accommodate a wide range of
student profiles. The International GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated
on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1, using the total subject mark where 9 is the
highest grade and 1 is the lowest. The paper consists of three writing tasks where
candidates are required to choose two. They are asked to choose two questions out
of a choice of three and they are required to write a minimum of 300 words in each
answer. Both tasks require writing in Arabic where candidates have one hour and
30 minutes to complete this paper. This paper carries a maximum of 50 marks.

The questions may relate to any of the following prescribed themes:

Youth Matters

Education

Media

Culture

Sport & Leisure

Travel & Tourism

Business, work & Development
Environment

Health

Technology

Each task is assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks) and Knowledge
and Application of Language (10 marks) only. The maximum mark for this task is
25 for each question.

The questions in this examination paper were carefully selected to give candidates a
wide choice of tasks through which they can express their knowledge of the Arabic
language. In general, the performance of the candidates was of a high standard.
Most of the questions prooved accessible for a considerable number of candidates.



Question 1:

This question was about sports. Sports questions are always students most popular
topic where they can express themselves very well. Most of the students who
answered this question presented bright ideas and reflected their knowledge about
the importance of sports during childhood. They discussed the importance of eating
healthy in order to have a healthy body. Most candidates were able to cover all the
question requirements.

Many candidates commented on the role of parents and their support in
encouraging their children to do sports and to be more active at a young age.

Most candidates were also able to relate the importance of sport on people’s mental
health. They understood how sports could ease life stress and pressure. Although
the spelling and accuracy of language did vary! Some candidates were able to back
up their ideas with some useful Arabic proverbs and poems which enhanced the
meaning in a very subtle way. However; some students had displayed the same use
inappropriately.

The less able candidates did not answer this question in detail and did not cover all
the points required, therefore they were unable to obtain very high marks.

Example 1 scored 20 marks (12, 8) and example 2 scored 23 marks (14, 9)
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Question 2:

Another popular question, where candidates are asked to write about a brave
decision that they took, its impact on them, their lives and on their surroundings.
Most students had shown good understanding of the question and therefore their
answers were very relevant.

Some of the less able candidates spoke about bravery and its importance on
people’s lives without giving examples of a brave decision that they took. Others
wrote about general ideas of making decisions without any reference to a personal
experience.

Most candidates understood that this was a speech they should be addressing to a
group of students about a courageous decision. Many of them talked about quitting
smoking or drugs. The majority described their choice to study outside their country
as a brave decision.

Generally, most candidates understood the task and had good responses where
they covered all the points required by the question. Most of the candidates had no
difficulty to use good Arabic and correct grammar in their answers.

Example 1 scored 11 marks (6,5) and example 2 scored 20 marks (13,7)



Example 1

8yl (! Jlj....h fui LR g ;

8 S Vg WM e (bl s e hiy b 13)
03l Gl1 ugond! J1gdt plal B A1 Ao U3 gy

Sl ey | £
— 1 | 2 X 3

55D G pap 9.9 LD EFcnn 38\l s\l a4

) SN 5. B saal s el sl Ll (.J.C. @XS_!\ Ol
o sh Ade 95 (500

‘wdl (e@0elamll. 0L,9) G 2sl BN \ D Ne) G
u)& ‘| IR s RN W UL DI FE) L B ES BB IE O
............................. gjs,e..a Sosum g 823 e sl 205 ULl s
08s . Lyallgln @l 5o o) e led (Pl gt

. Qw \gil-s.. "D o> GhlLal Vsab g g Gul
"Nas.2)a0 Jesd

85817l 2l Ol 8 s Tao st Gl aus) Uit
BTN Cl vl RO R WEY-CY W P B W YOI W o=V IS
’qﬁau(e\,mg\m\g\@smmgmmj
cosmn Ll WL S0 1158501 €0 Qe o)
d\S )_:Lu Wl Ejo:.‘u_;,.,,u},.,‘,m«g ...... _lmm_v (525 Me~T

4

T

Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 1 of 4 03:28:27 PM BST




o 9 19&’1\\%}&90 Fh.la.u,,; 9. E(J.u.l (..:9'5..: lp:.y_ﬁ‘c...ua
\g. Haanal. 0955k 2Ll il JS. SY.WEOLS)

w\@ﬁ\d\mpgmm@mtw
) L\S}.,9.,,4.&3@..;.0...L..g.a..Qo..LﬂJ].?,,J_.‘,?b,.,l..,u:__;J..gffl.,:;:),l@
093N ) S Cead Qs Lal 0N Vb Th o) o1
&\S 053 )N Loy leais MalGaol. 2Newe). o Jelsall
\95 b ,,,,, _.J_.:\:uol S\ 9. __BD\Q.))M u\ £3.8.22 ... o, 9)-\)
e DT 9@zl ,\d\f\ wt_a LD . Loyl W\J‘%\D
26570 o) § A kol e 5L 2.5.@. S @60
om.aﬂ)\a@@))ﬁ(.»?)g_lm(n@:mbgpg:@
....,......\....'aa........@.Q...,.&.:Q.m:»\.\..g,...;\;n)\ ..... §.As ol )00 IS Gs

A
T I ALY
\J Tead

Pty R ) 2l '\p\ ). 3‘? )..DI l;g_m:))\ oa&»&)\q%\
Losam MG an ) g0l wblm oL\ 80508 e
@mlg@m Lol NG agrm 91 207s i (gp
g AA G S B. 9IS oS )h)Sg(\z LJObL.Q\_}SgUJL:)

N PN

\J\ g glany e tafu;)h.ua )S'_.u.)\ 1.9302)). &2l

V20 Ao g0 P (g skso s Vool L g T,
22, 200 Lo.9u0.9

R RN o R o SR O oo AR O

. 7
5

[T

Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 2 of 4 03:28:27 PM BST




Example 2

gyl gl Jij....li fb‘ B e o
oSS gy Sl e G (s e by <y 135
0yl Gt ot J1 g plof B AaBlalt ap U3 g
syl ey

— 1B 2 3K

£plOL3ee Dl At

i LAl B Rk G i p S pssd) 2
................. @‘T.’;.L.Jlof o Sher il Lole oW gn 20| k). g
el o © Cannl w.g.,,;m:,.{mu ot gt 1)

......... [ S s ppde?).p e W) Vi

l.f'\,j;_.nf_)l 1 ,,,,, .:a";‘/la)‘ f‘l«lﬁl g L‘LaLn” b \ w] WWJJ

.......... w'\«d/‘sqgﬁm aJ/uL-fgwﬁlgf\uld.ﬂawl%ﬁuL
i aly AS L Ar el 2500 & Jemzd) 5B el cnn peail.
,,,,,, " é;‘...&:,ﬁb-u&‘u/)‘!d/hg&“wl,f&ah—'f,,&i@ly,,f»ﬂ
........ A Vs s Gl ol Cass] Lo T o201 l;,..;.,,«mn el plas
TN @WW fa—)f.ulﬂ ﬁ,.\) 'L,.L‘-{/ (22, Wl T ! 1] ;.,4,. P

c.r’ VAN WYV RZ RN (r, bu;m.‘_,-q NI WA P ICY) S W X
- T

Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 1 of 4 03:29:25 PM BST



...... utdlle Bty Aol nep 13] ) o] i1 5 g ) i e 3
- v 2
X3 B W P Lo o T 5 555

Ay
& ./A/ o #
A

v, ) » - — . > -
7 L e Y PR A VR LI ......'1.';,.&(1.,,,,,4.‘.99,...*._;...4;,‘.-.41.@1....5.},,&.4....'.,4.3,3...,,.,,.....
'i.whm@,;\:lgqt.yw

....... DRIV (BN PN BRI Wl RSP DRVRRS-A BUPN BOV) I

T

v

\.
5

W

03:29:25 PM BST

Wednesday, 07 August 2019 Page 2 of 4



Question 3:

This was the least popular question yet most candidates who answered it did very
well. They enjoyed writing about their judgement about open universities and
ordinary Universities. The candidates illustrated a high ability, good description and
strong arguments including logical organisation, effective ideas and good quality of
language.

Students had different opinions regarding the Open University and its role to help
students achieving their educational goals. For some students, the lack of
understanding of Open University’s concept was evident in their responses, and this
impacted badly on their content and communication. This lack of knowledge has
made this question less popular comparing to Q1 and Q2.

Most students wrote their opinion about Open Universities which helped them focus
on the main point. Using the bullet points in the question had helped most of the
students extending their descriptive ideas, and adding the reasons for each point
they wrote about (less cost, flexibility, social relationship)

They used highly accurate grammar and sentence structure. Very few candidates
found difficulty to provide good responses. Overall most candidates who answered
this question understood the topic fully and produced excellent essays.

Example 1 scored 11 marks (6,5) and example 2 scored 23 marks (14,9)
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Conclusion

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates and teachers are offered the
following advice:

Some questions in this year’s examination paper were more popular than others
and were consequently answered better than other topics with better candidate

results. Teachers need to make sure that all topics are covered. This will better

prepare candidates and help to achieve grades that truly reflect their ability.

Candidates seemed to be more at ease with the questions when provided with
bullet points which helped candidates to focus on the main points required by the
questions. It gave them areas to write about, extend their descriptive ideas, and
added reasons for each point they wrote about.

Centres should make sure that students are reminded to read well into the
questions before answering, so that they do not lose any of the question
requirement(s).

The use of English words should be avoided. Candidates are advised to avoid
writing English words or literal translations.

The essays that scored the highest marks were characterised by a clear and defined
structure, clarity of thought, well supported ideas, good presentation and use of an
appropriate style.

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R ORL, United Kingdom



